F.

contact the ground. Chicken feed and manure must be kept in rodent and
raccoon proof containers and/or used as compost.

2. Chicken coops must either be:

a) Elevated with a clear open space of at least 24 inches between
the ground surface and framing/floor of the coop; or

b) The coop floor, foundation and footings must be constructed
using rodent resistant concrete construction.

Conditions: Where the hen chickens are kept, any person who owns, keeps or
harbors hen chickens on the premises must maintain the area designated for the
chickens in a healthy, sanitary and reasonably order free condition and must not
allow the premises to be in such condition that noxious odors are carried to
adjacent public or private property. Any chicken coop and run authorized by
Zoning Certificate/Building Permit, under this section, may be inspected at any
reasonable time by an animal control officer, County Feedlot Technician, Zoning
Administrator, or other County Representative.

Violations: Any person who keeps or harbors chickens in Olmsted County
without obtaining or maintaining a current Zoning Certificate and/or Building
permit, or after a permit has been suspended or revoked by the Zoning
Administrator shall be guilty of a petty misdemeanor.

Section 10.52 SOLAR ENERGY FARMS:

A.

B.

Purpose: Olmsted County supports the use of solar collection systems and the
development of solar energy farms. The development of solar energy farms
should be balanced with the protection of the public health, safety, and welfare.
The following standards intend to ensure that solar energy farms can be
constructed within Olmsted County while also protecting public safety and the
existing natural resources of the county. The provisions of this section of the
ordinance shall apply within all zoning districts. In no case shall the provisions of
this ordinance guarantee rights to solar access.

Location and Site Design Requirements:

1. General District Regulations: All elements of the solar energy farm shall
meet or exceed all general district regulations based on the applicable
zoning district.

2. The applicant must submit evidence that the solar power farm can connect
to the off-site power transmission system, and evidence of electric power
purchase contracts and power transmission contracts, or documentation
that the power will be utilized on-site.
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. The land area within the solar energy farm must minimize soil erosion by

complying with the standards of Section 10.20 of the zoning ordinance.

. Solar energy farms shall not be located within the Shoreland District or

Floodway District. Solar energy farms located in either a Flood Fringe or
Flood Plain District shall be elevated to the flood protection elevation.

. Solar energy farms that utilize concentrating solar power (CSP) devices

shall not be permitted to be located within Zones A, B, or C, the Horizontal
Zone, the Conical Zone, or the Precision Instrument Approach Zone as
designated in the Rochester International Airport Zoning Ordinance #5 as
amended.

. Solar energy farms that utilize concentrating solar power (CSP) devices

shall not abut or be located across a road from a land management unit of
the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, Olmsted County, or
private conservation organization, county or city park, Type 3,4 or 5
wetlands, or residential zoning district.

. All power lines used to collect power from the solar panels and all

communications lines shall be buried underground compliant with the
National Electrical Code or the standards and requirements of the National
Electrical Safety Code where applicable. Where existing site conditions
preclude the burial below the existing grade of the site the
communications and power lines may be placed at ground level and
buried with fill material that will permit re-vegetation or that does not cause
or generate soil erosion. The connection of the solar energy farm
distribution system load center (transformer, substation) to the electrical
utility may be located above ground.

. All unenclosed electrical conductors located above ground must be

contained within structures that control access or must be protected from
entry by a six foot fence. All electrical connections to the utility system
must meet the National Electrical Safety Code.

. Solar energy farms utilizing concentrated solar power devices (CSP) shall

be required to provide a bufferyard “E” where located abutting or across a
road from any residential zoning district.

10.Decommissioning of Solar Farms: The applicant and future owners shall

ensure that facilities are decommissioned upon the end of project life or
facility abandonment. A decommissioning plan shall be submitted with the
project application. Decommissioning shall include removal of all
structures and electrical transmission components, and where buried
remove all construction above and below grade, and restoration of the soil
and vegetation to avoid temporary or long term soil erosion consistent with
Section 10.20 of this ordinance.
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C. Conditional Use Review Criteria: In addition to the criteria identified in Section
4.02, the following additional criteria shall be applied:

Article X
508C

1. To issue a conditional use permit, the Planning Advisory Commission
must find that the design, construction and operation of a solar energy
farm, taking into account mitigation, are not likely to result in a significant
adverse impact to the general public, adjacent properties and to natural
resources.

a) The site design must be consistent with the provisions of Section
8.09.2A for farms utilizing concentrated solar power devices.

b) Where concentrated solar power devices utilizing mirrors are
proposed the project will be designed to reduce the likelihood of
significant adverse effects to birds. The operation must avoid the
creation of bird habitat or habitat for bird prey. The proposed
project has been designed and will be operated to protect public
safety, and specifically to prevent public access. That portion of
the property developed within the solar energy farm must be
fenced and gated.

c) The proposed facility utilizing concentrated solar power devices
has been designed and operated to prevent the misdirection of
concentrated solar radiation onto adjacent or nearby property,
public roads or other areas open to the public.

d) The applicant must show that the solar collector system is
properly located and aligned or adequately screened from view
from the public right of way so as to preclude any glare from the
equipment which would adversely impact the vision of motorists
on the public right of way.

e) A bufferyard to screen the system may be required as a part of
the conditions of approval. It shall be based on the proximity of
residential buildings and the solar collection system to the
abutting public rights of way. The vegetation shall consist of
canopy and conifer trees.

2. In addition to the exhibits required under Section 4.02C, the applicant
must submit the following exhibits with the conditional use application
unless waived by the Zoning Administrator:

a) Maintenance plan for grounds surrounding the solar collection
systems.

b) Plan for use, storage and disposal of chemicals used in the
cleaning of the solar panels or mirrors.
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¢) Where concentrating solar power devises are used the applicant
must submit the site plan for review to the Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources. A statement from the MNDNR addressing
wildlife and habitat impact must accompany the application.

d) Submit information explaining how glare generated from the solar
collector system will be screened from adjacent properties or that
glare will not be created by the system.

e) A decommissioning plan.

Section 10.53 COMPOST

A. Purpose: Olmsted County supports the use of various composting models to:

1.

Protect environmental and public health, safety, comfort, convenience,
and the general welfare of the citizens of the Olmsted County.

Establish powers, duties, rules, regulations, and standards for the location
and operation of backyard and small compost sites at residential,
commercial, institutional and public properties.

Promote a program of waste reduction through source separation of
organic materials from mixed municipal solid waste.

Provide for the administration and enforcement of this ordinance.

Extend the useful life of the County’s landfill by directing compostable
materials into more economically and environmentally friendly uses.

B. Jurisdiction.

1. Oversight of composting activities is the responsibility of both the local zoning
authority with respect to the planning and zoning aspects of a composting
operation, and the County’s Solid Waste Ordinance with respect to the
environmental protection aspects of a composting operation. When
composting activities take place within the limits of an incorporated
municipality in the County, the local zoning authority will be the municipality.
When composting activities take place in one of the townships in the County
outside the limits of an incorporated municipality, then depending on the
township, either the County Planning Department, Township Cooperative
Planning Association (TCPA) or the individual Township serves as the local
zoning authority.

C. Compost, Backyard Site.
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1.

Applicability
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