10.

11.
12.

engineering certification of tower and foundation design suitability for wind turbine, soils,
geology, and site topography;

grading and erosion control plan;
decommissioning plan;

evidence of electric power purchase contracts and power transmission contracts, or
documentation that the power will be utilized on-site, and control of wind easements in
the project area; ‘

identification, location, and description of neighboring small utility WECS and wind
easements;

certification that the project has or will obtain liability insurance; and

separation distance from structures, land uses and resource features as listed in
subsection C of Section 10.50.

Section 10.52 SOLAR ENERGY FARMS:

A. Purpose: Olmsted County supports the use of solar collection systems and the development
of solar energy farms. The development of solar energy farms should be balanced with the
protection of the public health, safety, and welfare. The following standards intend to ensure
that solar energy farms can be constructed within Olmsted County while also protecting public
safety and the existing natural resources of the county. The provisions of this section of the
ordinance shall apply within all zoning districts. In no case shall the provisions of this ordinance
guarantee rights to solar access.

B. Location and Site Design Requirements: -

1.

General District Regulations: All elements of the solar energy farm shall meet or exceed
all general district regulations based on the applicable zoning district.

The applicant must submit evidence that the solar power farm can connect to the off-site
power transmission system, and evidence of electric power purchase contracts and
power transmission contracts, or documentation that the power will be utilized on-site.

The land area within the solar energy farm must minimize soil erosion by complying with
the standards of Section 10.20 of the zoning ordinance.

Solar energy farms shall not be located within the Shoreland District or Floodway District.
Solar energy farms located in either a Flood Fringe or Flood Plain District shall be
elevated to the flood protection elevation.

Solar energy farms that utilize concentrating solar power (CSP) devices shall not be
permitted to be located within Zones A, B, or C, the Horizontal Zone, the Conical Zone,
or the Precision Instrument Approach Zone as designated in the Rochester International

- Airport Zoning Ordinance #5 as amended.

Solar energy farms that utilize concentrating solar power (CSP) devices shall not abut or
be located across a road from a land management unit of the Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources, Olmsted County, or private conservation organization, county or city
park, Type 3, 4 or 5 wetlands, or residential zoning district.

All power lines used to collect power from the solar panels and all communications lines
shall be buried underground compliant with the National Electrical Code or the standards
and requirements of the National Electrical Safety Code where applicable. Where
existing site conditions preclude the burial below the existing grade of the site the
communications and power lines may be placed at ground level and buried with fill
material that will permit re-vegetation or that does not cause or generate soil erosion.
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The connection of the solar energy farm distribution system load center (transformer,
substation) to the electrical utility may be located above ground.

8. All unenclosed electrical conductors located above ground must be contained within
structures that control access or must be protected from entry by a six foot fence. All
electrical connections to the utility system must meet the National Electrical Safety Code.

9. Solar energy farms utilizing concentrated solar power devices (CSP) shall be required to
provide a bufferyard “E” where located abutting or across a road from any residential
zoning district.

10. Decommissioning of Solar Farms: The applicant and future owners shall ensure that
facilities are decommissioned upon the end of project life or facility abandonment. A
decommissioning plan shall be submitted with the project application. Decommissioning
shall include removal of all structures and electrical fransmission components, and where
buried remove all construction above and below grade, and restoration of the soil and
vegetation to avoid temporary or long term soil erosion consistent with Section 10.20 of
this ordinance. '

C. Conditional Use Review Criteria: In addition to the criteria identified in Section 4.02, the
following additional criteria shall be applied:

1. To issue a conditional use permit, the Planning Advisory Commission must find that the
design, construction and operation of a solar energy farm, taking into account mitigation,
are not likely to result in a significant adverse impact to the general public, adjacent
properties and to natural resources.

a) The site design must be consistent with the provisions of Section 8.09.2A for farms
utilizing concentrated solar power devices.

b) Where concentrated solar power devices utilizing mirrors are proposed the project
will be designed to reduce the likelihood of significant adverse effects to birds. The
operation must avoid the creation of bird habitat or habitat for bird prey. The
proposed project has been designed and will be operated to protect public safety,
and specifically to prevent public access. That portion of the property developed
within the solar energy farm must be fenced and gated.

¢) The proposed facility utilizing concentrated solar power devices has been designed
and operated to prevent the misdirection of concentrated solar radiation onto
adjacent or nearby property, public roads or other areas open to the public.

d) The applicant must show that the solar collector system is properly located and
aligned or adequately screened from view from the public right of way so as to
preclude any glare from the equipment which would adversely impact the vision of
motorists on the public right of way.

e) A bufferyard to screen the system may be required as a part of the conditions of
approval. [t shall be based on the proximity of residential buildings and the solar
collection system to the abutting public rights of way. The vegetation shall consist of
canopy and conifer trees.

2. In addition to the exhibits required under Section 4.02C, the applicant must submit the
. following exhibits with the conditional use application unless waived by the Zoning
Administrator:

a) Maintenance plan for grounds surrounding the solar collection systems.

b) Plan for use, storage and disposal of chemicals used in the cleaning of the solar
panels or mirrors.
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¢) Where concentrating solar power devises are used the applicant must submit the site
plan for review to the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. A statement
from the MNDNR addressing wildlife and habitat impact must accompany the
application.

d) Submit information explaining how glare generated from the solar collector system
will be screened from adjacent properties or that glare will not be created by the
system.

e) A decommissioning plan.

Section 10.54 Dumping and Disposal of Waste Material

The deposit, dumping, burning, or disposal of rubbish, or other refuse, or of Industrial ashes, fly
ash, products containing fly ash, slag, sludge or other wastes or byproducts is not permitted on
land within Kalmar Township, except under a temporary or interim use permit which may be issued
in appropriate cases upon the filing of application and payment of fee, accompanied by suitable
agreement or bond that such dumping or disposal will not pollute the waters of the Township or
cause stagnant water to collect or leave the surface of the land, at the expiration of such permit,
in an unacceptable condition or unfit for growing of turf or for other permitted land uses. The
application methods such as surface spread and direct injection will be considered as part of the
temporary use permit. The application of agricultural manure generated upon the landowners own
agricultural property or rented property shall be permitted without the need of a permit; however
land owners purchasing or acquiring waste from other sources must apply for a temporary use
permit. The burning of brush generated upon the landowner's own property shall be permitted
with a burning permit. The pumping and spreading of individual septic systems upon the owners’
agricultural land needs no permit from the township, other permits and regulations may apply. The
application of waste to personal gardens does not require a permit from the township.
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