
December 6, 2022 
Re: Pavilion Estates Final Plat public comment 
 
To the Rochester Township Planning and Zoning Commission and the Rochester Township 
Board of Supervisors: 
 
This is my comment for the public record regarding the Pavilion Estates Final Plat. I am 
commenting both on the process and on the Final Plat. 
 
As the Planning and Zoning Commission members and Township Supervisors are aware, the 
public for the most part has been against the proposed Pavilion Estates development. For 
example, see the Environmental Assessment Worksheet (EAW) Public Comments from 2021. I 
read and tallied these comments. The TCPA website posted publicly 105 comments, 92 (88%) of 
which were positive comments in favor of conservation. Roger Ihrke belittled the multiple 
letters from members of the public, saying that they were not substantive. In fact, only 24 of 
these letters were not substantive, but they still stated the letter writer’s preference for 
conservation. Moreover, I know that at least 11 letters were submitted to the Township but not 
listed on this webpage. After I contacted a township representative about the missing letters, 
several more were posted. But at least four letters were never posted (these are not included in 
the numbers above). These were letters I happened to discover were not posted, while in 
conversation with the letter writers. This may represent simply neglect and carelessness on part 
of the Staff, but that does not make it acceptable.  
 
We clearly cannot trust the Staff to give an accurate and unbiased reflection of the citizens’ 
comments or of other matters related to this development. I will not comment here on other 
misrepresentations by the Staff and the developer’s paid consultants, and other errors in the 
process. 
 
The public hearing for the Pavilion Estates Final Plat is scheduled for Tuesday, December 6, 
2022. Although this is a “public hearing”, the Township did not adequately inform the public.  
 
Below is a screenshot from TCPAMN website, from Monday, December 5, 2022. The “Planning 
Commission Meetings” are listed as “2nd Tuesday of the month (as needed)”. 

 



 
In December 2022, the 2nd Tuesday of the month would be December 13. It is only if I dig into 
the “Staff Reports” section - and even know that there is such a section - that I can see a 
different meeting date listed there. Arguably the information is somewhere on the site, but it is 
hidden under multiple layers. The Township Staff knows this topic is controversial, and yet 
hides the correct information on the public hearing. The public has a right to know about public 
hearings.  
 
Moving on to the Rochester Township website, the Planning and Zoning Commission meeting is 
listed as December 13, not December 6. See this screenshot from Rochester Township website, 
calendar section, taken Monday, December 5, 2022: 

 
If I am interested in the activities of this Commission, I might go to the “Planning & Zoning” 
section of the website. However, in this section I see only minutes posted from 2019 through 
July 2022, and no notice of upcoming meetings, and no agenda for any upcoming meetings.  
 
See this screenshot from Rochester Township website, Monday, December 5, 2022: 

 



 
There is zero information on the Township website about today’s "public hearing". Moreover, 
the Township website misleads the public in specifically telling us (on the website) that the 
meeting is on December 13, not December 6 when it is actually occurring. I learned about the 
actual date of the public hearing because another Rochester Township resident had received a 
postcard stating this different meeting date. I did not receive a postcard and thus rely on the 
website for accurate information. It is now the year 2022; the public gets information on the 
internet. The Township and TCPA websites are not “confusing”, they are deceptive.  
 
This public hearing tonight is on the Pavilion Estates proposed Final Plat. Has the Planning and 
Zoning Commission reviewed all aspects of this Final Plat, or does the Commission rely on the 
Staff’s recommendation, presumably to approve the Final Plat? As we have seen over and over 
again, the Staff does not provide unbiased and accurate information, and clearly favors the 
developer – one aspect of which is shown by the lack of adequate public notice of this public 
hearing.  
 
The Planning and Zoning Commission previously recommended denial of the developer’s 
Preliminary Plat. As the Planning and Zoning Commission is aware, there is current litigation 
involving the Township Board’s approval of the Preliminary Plat. Given the previous 
recommendation to deny the Preliminary Plat, and given current litigation, it would be most 
prudent for the Planning and Zoning Commission to deny the final plat.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
Lynn Cornell 
Rochester Township 


