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1200 Warner Road 

Saint Paul, MN 55106 

September 8, 2022 

Randy Staver/Roger Ihrke 
Rochester Township Clerk/Zoning Administrator 
Rochester Township 
4111 11th Ave SW 
Rochester, MN 55902 

 

Dear Randy Staver and Roger Ihrke, 

Thank you for the opportunity to review the Royal Oaks Farm Environmental Assessment Worksheet 

(EAW) located in Olmsted County. The DNR respectfully submits the following comments for your 

consideration: 

1. Page 6, Permits and Approvals. DNR General Permit Approval is required for construction 
dewatering of surface water and/or groundwater in volumes that exceed 10,000 gallons per 
day, or one million gallons per year.  Construction dewatering includes the dewatering 
necessary to construct the homes, the utilities, the streets, stormwater features, and the 
grading. The appropriation of surface water from a lake, river, or stream for the purpose of dust 
control is also subject to a DNR permit. 

2. Page 10, Geology.  Please note that karst surface features, including sinkholes, have been 
identified within the northwest corner of the project area. The majority of the site is also 
mapped as an area prone to surface karst feature development. Groundwater mounding can 
occur beneath septic system drainfields, and could pose a challenge similar to that of 
stormwater infiltration basins in areas with karst conditions. Therefore, we recommend great 
care be taken in the siting of these features. 

3. Page 14, Groundwater.  If an unknown well is found during construction, it should be sealed in 
accordance with the regulations of the Minnesota Department of Health.  

4. Page 16, Stormwater.  The significant increase in impervious surfaces will also increase the 
amount of road salt used in the project area. Chloride released into groundwater as well as 
local lakes and streams does not break down, and instead accumulates in the environment, 
potentially reaching levels that are toxic to aquatic wildlife and plants. Consider promoting local 
business and city participation in the Smart Salting Training offered through the Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency. There are a variety of classes available for road applicators, sidewalk 
applicators, and property managers. More information and resources can be found at this 



website. Many winter maintenance staff who have attended the Smart Salting training — both 
from cities and counties and from private companies — have used their knowledge to reduce 
salt use and save money for their organizations. 

We also encourage cities and counties to consider how they may participate in the Statewide 
Chloride Management Plan and provide public outreach to reduce the overuse of chloride. Here 
are some educational resources for residents as well as a sample ordinance regarding chloride 
use. 

5. Page 16, Stormwater.  Given the proximity to high quality natural resources, we encourage the 
development to use weed-free, native seed mixes in landscaping and stormwater features to 
the greatest extent possible in order to provide pollinator habitat. 

6. Page 17, Water Appropriation.  Please note that a DNR Water Appropriation Permit could be 
required for each of the eight individual water supply/irrigation wells depending on the total 
acres of lawn installed by the landowners. If the total volume of water use, including irrigation 
plus domestic use, is expected to meet or exceed 10,000 gallons per day or 10 million gallons 
per year, a DNR Water Appropriation Permit would be required.  DNR permits can be applied 
for on-line at the Minnesota Permitting and Reporting System (MPARS) Website: 
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/mpars/index.html.  

7. Page 18, Wetlands.  This section describes a 6,000 square foot wetland impact while the Land 
Cover section shows a one acre impact. This discrepancy should be clarified.  

8. Page 19, Contamination/Hazardous Materials/Wastes.  This section should be completed using 

information found on the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency’s What’s In My Neighborhood 

website: https://www.pca.state.mn.us/data/whats-my-neighborhood 

9. Page 21, Rare Features.  The EAW should note that, as proposed, the project will impact the 

MBS Site of Biodiversity Significance (ranked moderate) and the Southern Dry-Mesic Oak Forest 

(potentially a rare native plant community, but further classification would be needed to make 

this determination). The EAW should also clarify whether the project will be avoiding the 

Southern Wet-Mesic Hardwood Forest, the Dry Bedrock Bluff Prairie, and the Oak-Shagbark 

Hickory Woodland, all of which are rare native plant communities in Minnesota. According to 

the Cover Types section, five acres of woodland and two acres of brush/grassland would be 

destroyed by the project, and so the proposer cannot say that rare species are not present and 

would not be impacted by the project. 

10. Page 21, Rare Features.  It would be helpful if Figure 11 included an overlay of the general 

development plan, so the readers could easily see where the impacts will occur. The DNR 

appreciates that most of the MBS Site will be avoided, but encourages further modifications 

that would completely avoid the MBS Site.  

Item 13c should identify potential impacts to the MBS Site and the native plant communities, 

including impacts from landowners after the project is built.   

https://www.pca.state.mn.us/water/salt-applicators
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/water/statewide-chloride-management-plan
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/water/statewide-chloride-management-plan
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/featured/snow-removal-do-it-better-cheaper-and-pollution-free
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/p-tr1-54.pdf
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/mpars/index.html
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/data/whats-my-neighborhood


Item 13d should identify measures that will be taken to minimize impacts to these ecologically 

significant areas. The Natural Heritage Review letter (attached) provides a list of potential 

measures. Please refer to this letter for specific recommendations and requirements to protect 

rare features. 

11. Page 24, Dust and Odors.  The DNR strongly discourages the use of products containing chloride 

for dust control, especially in areas with known surface karst features where contaminants 

could quickly reach groundwater. 

Thank you again for the opportunity to review this document, and please let me know if you have any 

questions. 

Sincerely, 

 
Melissa Collins 

Regional Environmental Assessment Ecologist | Ecological and Water Resources 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 

1200 Warner Road 

St. Paul, MN 55106 

Phone: 651-259-5755 

Email: melissa.collins@state.mn.us 

CC:  Dan Groteboer, Land Manager 

Equal Opportunity Employer 


