
 

 

ENGINEERING 
SURVEYING 
PLANNING 

  

14070 Highway 52 Southeast,  Chatfield, Minnesota  55923 
Phone  507-867-1666     Fax  507-867-1665     www.ggg.to                     

 
May 4, 2022 
 
RE: Woodland Valley Estates SSTS Review of 4-21-2022 documents 
 
Dear Mr. Ihrke, 
 
Please find our review of the SSTS investigation for the Woodland Valley Estates preliminary 
plat submitted by WSE on 04/21/2022.   
 
General Comments: 

1. Please provide building location and drive access on the SSTS map.  With the site 
slopes and tight areas to fit acceptable Type I SSTS it is difficult to determine whether 
the SSTS areas shown would meet building setbacks or be free from disturbance from 
driveway construction. 

 
2. Please show grading limits on the SSTS map.  It appears several of the SSTS areas are 

within the grading limits but it is difficult to determine for the SSTS areas on the 
construction plans are not the same as the SSTS areas on the preliminary plat. 

 
Lot Specific Comments: 
Lot 1: 

 Grading encroaches within the SSTS area, please revise. 
 Unable to determine where the house and access would be placed and not disturb the 

SSTS area.  The SSTS area may need to be relocated. 
Lot 2: 

 SSTS area is not level on the contour, please revise. 
 Soil logs indicate a mound and slopes are 18% to >25%.  This type of system requires a 

large downslope area.  Please verify that there is adequate area set aside to construct 2 
Type I systems. 

 Grading encroaches within the SSTS area, please revise. 
Lot 3: 

 SSTS area is not level on the contour, please revise. 
Lot 5: 

 SSTS area is not level on the contour, please revise. 
 Grading encroaches within the SSTS area, please revise. 

Lot 7:  
 Grading encroaches within the SSTS area, please revise. 
 ½ the SSTS area appears to be >25% grade.  Please verify there is enough area set aside 

for 2 Type I systems.  At-Grades are unable to be constructed on slopes >25%. 
Lot 10: 

 SSTS area is not level on the contour, please revise. 
Lot 12: 

 Please verify there is enough area set aside for 2 Type I systems. 



Lot 14: 
 Grading encroaches within the SSTS area, please revise. 
 Please verify there is enough area set aside for 2 Type I systems.  The SSTS area 

appears to be too narrow on the contour line. 
Lot 15: 

 Please verify there is enough area set aside for 2 Type I systems.  The SSTS area 
appears to be too narrow on the contour line. 

 
 
In general, there are several lots that appear to be borderline unable to establish enough SSTS area to 
provide 2 Type I SSTS.  It is our opinion that these items need to be addressed before final approval of 
the Preliminary Plat.  Section 1005.0103 of the Rochester Township Zoning ordinance states: 
 
All residential lots created after February 19, 1985 must have a minimum of two soil treatment and 
dispersal areas that can support trenches, seepage beds, mounds, and at‐grade systems as 
described in Minnesota Rules, Chapters 7080.2200 through 7080.2230 or site conditions described 
in 7081.0270, Subp. 3 through 7. All lots, created prior to February 19, 1985 must have a minimum 
of one soil treatment and disposal area that can support Type I systems as described in Minnesota 
Rules, Chapters 7080.2200 through 7080.2230 or site conditions described in 7081.270, Sub. 3 
through 7. The area must be based on a minimum design flow of 600 gallons per day or the 
equivalent to a 4 bedroom Class I house. Other land uses must have a minimum of three soil 
treatment and dispersal areas.   
 
As submitted, we are unable to determine if all the parcels proposed on this plat meets this requirement.   
 
 
If there are any questions or if you need further information feel free to reach out to me. 
 
 
Geoffrey G Griffin, CEO 


