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Roger Irhke <roger@tcpamn.org>

Fwd: Leitzen proposal for Sandmining, public hearing Feb. 8, 2022 

Bill Tointon <Bill.Tointon@wse.engineering> Mon, Feb 7, 2022 at 8:48 AM
To: Roger Ihrke <Roger@tcpamn.org>
Cc: MARK LEITZEN <mleitzen@aol.com>

Mr. Ihrke, thank you for forwarding the response from the Izaak Walton League regarding the proposed future mining
operation on the former Bowe property.

 

As noted we are applying for a zone change and not a permit to mine at this time. In 2007 we received an approval of a
General Development Plan and zone change to R-1 on the majority of the property except the easterly approximately 20
acres which remains A-3. In 2007 the plan was to mine the easterly A-3 area and use the overburden to fill the lots that
are the future residential development. This plan is still valid.

 

After the overburden was removed sand would be mined and used by a contractor for concrete mix. The ability to use the
overburden material to fill the future residential lots is better option  environmentally to avoid hauling 80,000 cubic yards
of material to the site  and obviously economically sound. The mined area would not discharge material into Zumbro River
or discharge pollutants. In fact it is our initial thought without preparing the plans that the pond upon completion would
assist in controlling flood waters, be restored as an amenity for the residential development and potentially create a
wetland community around the pond.  This is in our opinion a much better condition than what exists today with the
potential for agricultural drainage leaving the site and reaching the Zumbro River.

 

The following are my general responses to the questions in the letter from Mr. Marks:

 

1. The discharge from mining activities will be contained in the mined area so no runoff will be released that would go
to the surrounding property or the Zumbro River. We are not allowed to discharge pollutants off site (outside the
area being mined)

2. The tailings from the mining operation are directed into the mining pit and not discharged off the property.
Historically this site was used for agricultural purposes which periodically washed into the Zumbro River during
heavy rainfalls. The mining pit will prevent overflow from  occurring and not send pollutants and runoff
(sedimentation) into the Zumbro River.

3. No wells are required for the mining operation.
4. The mining operation will be  setback from the Zumbro River in accordance with the requirements of the Minnesota

Departments
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