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Roger Irhke <roger@tcpamn.org>

Fwd: Leitzen proposal for Sandmining, public hearing Feb. 8, 2022 

Randy Staver <rochestertownshipclerk@gmail.com> Sun, Feb 6, 2022 at 4:00 PM
To: Brian Mueller <muellerbrian88@yahoo.com>, Brian Zmolek <brian.zmolek@gmail.com>, Jaime Neisen
<jpneisen@yahoo.com>, Jeff Orth <jefforth155@aol.com>, Matthew Kitzmann <matt.kitzmann@servicesolutionscenter.com>
Cc: Roger Ihrke <roger@tcpamn.org>, Randy Staver <rochestertownshipclerk@gmail.com>

FYI - Comments regarding the Leitzen proposal which is on the agenda for Thursday. 

Randy Staver
Clerk / Treasurer
Rochester Township
Olmsted County, Minnesota
4111 11th Ave SW
Rochester, MN 55902
507-250-0867
rochestertownshipclerk@gmail.com

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: David Marks <dlmarks22@gmail.com> 
Date: Sun, Feb 6, 2022 at 3:56 PM 
Subject: Leitzen proposal for Sandmining, public hearing Feb. 8, 2022 
To: <rochestertownshipclerk@gmail.com> 

To the Rochester Township Planning Commission:
 

This letter is in regard to the proposal by the Leitzen Company for sand mining in the Northeast 1//4 of
Section 18, Rochester Township, to be discussed at the Rochester Township public hearing on February 8,
2022.

The Rochester MN chapter of the Izaak Walton League of America is a nonprofit organization dedicated
to the protection of natural areas for the enjoyment and education of the public. We own and maintain the
Izaak Walton Wetlands on South Salem Road, a nature park with walking trails and informational signs,
open to the public free of charge. The Wetlands has been a fixture of Olmsted County since the 1950s.
Currently, we have at least ~20 visitors a day, ranging from families, birdwatchers, dog walkers, amateur
naturalists to young people looking for places to get outside. The Wetlands is just East of the area proposed
for sand mining, and just downstream along the Zumbro River.

 
While the details of the proposed sand mining project are not fully known, we have major concerns

about sand mining in this location.
1. Would there be extensive runoff of effluent and possible pollutants entering the Zumbro as a result of

mining activities?  Our concern is for the health of the biodiversity at the wetlands and the surrounding
wooded area that borders the Zumbro River. This is a beautiful and healthy wooded/wetland space with over
100 species of wildflowers and over 30 species of native trees. It would be a disaster to lose this resource.

2.  How would the sand mining operation prevent release of increased sediment into the river? This part
of the river reaching down to the Mayowood Lake Dam is already overfilled with sediment. This segment of
the Zumbro River has flooded 3-4 times in the last 5 years, with flooding sometimes reaching over Salem
Road. How would the sand mining operation prevent eventual flooding from causing uncontrolled release of
sediment and pollutants?
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3. Would the sand mining operation be using water derived from wells? How would this use of water
affect the water table, and the quality of drinking water for local residents? Would the sand mining
operations contribute to sink holes in the area?

4. Is the sand mining operation in conflict with regulations concerning proximity to the Zumbro River,
or wetland protection statutes?

 
Before approval of this project, the Izaak Walton League would like answers to these questions, and

requests that an environmental assessment be performed to determine the potential negative consequences of
this sand mining project on the local environment.

 
We are not opposed to development in general and realize that development in Rochester Township and

Olmsted County is inevitable. We have a concern that there is not a general plan to preserve a certain amount
of natural space as we develop. Maintenance of natural areas is not only good for peoples’ mental and
physical health, but also it helps combat climate change. The Izaak Walton League would be happy to be
involved in devising such environmentally conscious development plans.

 
Thank you,
 
David Marks
President
Rochester MN Chapter Izaak Walton League of America
phone: 507-398-8461


