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Good Afternoon Roger and David,

 

Olmsted SWCD has had an opportunity to review the documentation provided through
TCPA on the proposal for Woodland Valley Estates located in section 18 & 19 of
Rochester township.

 

Based on the Olmsted SWCD review, we would like to submit the following comments:

 

1. Wetlands – we have reviewed all maps and supporting datasheets relating to the
onsite wetland investigation and delineation. The LGU along with the TEP will need
to set up a field visit with the consultant to review the soil borings and delineated
wetland boundaries when warmer weather returns in the spring. The datasheets as
submitted appear to support the findings submitted by the consultant but as with
any wetland delineation, the TEP will confirm these boundaries in the field when
conditions are appropriate and within the limits of the upcoming growing season.
Generally, we see this start in early April once plant germination begins.

 

2. Streams – There is a stream that runs parallel and adjacent to Meadow Crossing
Rd SW. In the DNR streams GIS layer this stream is just defined as “other waters”.
The report suggests that the channel is supported by roadway run-off. We would
like to see some additional characterization of this stream, whether intermittent or
perennial, its source if perennial and some review of the channel to determine if
wetlands may exist along the channel. The focus can be at the point of entrance
into this proposed development as this entrance will require a crossing of the
channel.

 



3. Decorah Edge – We have reviewed the mapping and associated documentation
related to the identification of the decorah edge and decorah edge support areas.
The boring logs as submitted appear to support the findings of the consultant but
we did identify one area that we would like to review in the field as the feature did
stand out during our review of soil mapping, geologic data, LiDar elevation data and
in the aerial photography. It is in the vicinity and just east of borings SP23 and SP24
completed by the consultant but bears additional review by the County and TEP as
a step to confirm the field investigation findings that there is an absence of decorah
edge and its associated Haverhill (474B) clay soil unit. The consultant has
suggested that the soil unit is actually a 312B-Shullsburg silt loam which is also a
decorah edge supported soil. Olmsted County’s Chapter 3700-Wetland
Conservation Ordinance 6.3.3 also protects areas within 50 ft adjacent to and
upgradient of several soil units associated with decorah including Shullsburg (312B)
soil or other soils with slopes over 18%.

 The photo snip below shows the area that we would like to look at closer in the field (red
polygon, photo below).

We would agree that much of the stream channel and associated wetland in the central
valley that bisects the property southeast to northwest is likely decorah supported and
that the steep ground west of the stream channel is assumed decorah edge and decorah
edge support area until a time when further investigation can be completed in the future.

 



 

Please let me know if there are additional questions. We appreciate the opportunity to
review and comment on this project.

 

Thank you,

 

Skip Langer

Olmsted SWCD

 

2122 Campus Dr. SE Suite 200

Rochester, MN 55904

Ph # 328-7070

Email: langer.skip@co.olmsted.mn.us
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