
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I'm sure you'll be getting a lot of emails about this, so I will keep this short. I just wanted 
to weigh in and say that I hope the township board will vote to deny the development of 
10 homes and a road at the site of the Great Blue Heron rookery in Rochester Township 
and come up with an alternative solution that would benefit all parties involved.  I do 
believe that the landowner should be able to sell his land, but it seems like it would be 
best if it could be bought by private citizens and turned into a SNA. This way, both the 
landowner and the wildlife would get what they need. I am happy to put my money 
where my mouth is and have contributed to the fund for purchasing and protecting the 
nesting sites. My family lives along the Zumbro River and we greatly value seeing these 
birds every year. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration, 
Angela Smith 

 

Dear Mr. Staver, please table the decision on changes to the zoning or 
approving the general development plan until after the appeal is heard and 
decided upon by the Minnesota Court of Appeals. 
 

Thank you, 
 

Nathan Clarke and Loren Hererra Hernandez MD 
 

2589 Wild Rose LN SW 

Rochester, MN 55902 

507-316-2864 

 

Dear Township Board of Supervisors, 
  
I am a Rochester Township resident who lives on Boulder Creek Dr SW.  I have neither 
contacted you previously, nor been involved with any of the “Save the Rookery” stuff 
before.  I understand that there is a meeting tonight where you will be voting on the 
development plan for the estates that are to be built off the end of Boulder Creek Lane 
SW.  I just wanted to send a quick note providing my opinion that the plan should be 
denied.  I understand that your own zoning commission has voted to deny the 
plan.  This would be unwise and unprecedented to go against the recommendation of 
your own zoning commission.  Additionally, I understand that there is pending litigation 
about this site and I believe that the township board is putting itself in jeopardy for 
possible future litigation if this project is approved and the courts reverse the decision to 
not do an environmental impact study.  Lastly, I worked at Wild Bird Rehabilitation in St. 
Louis, Missouri for several years.  I helped rehabilitate herons regularly and help 



release them back into the wild.  Having such a large rookery here really is a special 
place in Rochester and in SE Minnesota and we should do our best to protect this 
treasure.  Let the residents of Rochester township have time to come up with a fair and 
reasonable offer to buy out this land and create a Scientific and Natural area (SNA) that 
can be appreciated by all Rochester residents and students for years to come.  You 
represent Rochester township, not developers.  Please follow the advice of your own 
zoning commission and vote NO on the Pavilion Estate development plan. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Matt Ritter 
5795 Boulder Creek Dr SW 

 

To the Rochester Township Board: 
I would like to add my voice to the thousands already calling for the blocking of this 
development. Please put our long term future as a community first and deny this 
proposal. 
Respectfully, 
Beth Hillebrand 

 

Hello Rochester Township Board Members,  
 

I am writing about the Rookery and the possibility of the 
land being designated a SNA. 

 

I have written to you several times in the past and 
attended several of the meetings about the proposed 
development which would negatively impact this 
environmentally sensitive area in our midst.  
 

I realize this is a hot button issue, and voting against 
development would go against business as usual in our 
township and county. But it is very unusual for our 
township to have a parcel of land such as this to consider! 
Now is the time when your tough decision to oppose 
development would be an impressive stance on fostering 



an asset that could add to the value of our township for 
generation to come.  
 

I will not rewrite, summarize, or transcribe the talking 
points in favor of voting against development listed on the 
Save the Rookery website -- but they are well thought out, 
and I agree 100% with what is written. If you have not read 
that information, please do so before the meeting 
tonight. Township Meeting on GDP- Wed, Nov 10, 
7PM - please attend! — Save The Rookery 

 

  

 

Township Meeting on GDP- Wed, Nov 10, 7PM 

- please attend! — Save The Ro... 

Reasons the Township Board should deny Pavilion Estate’s 

General Development Plan (GDP) at the meeting on 

Wednes... 

 

 

 

Let's be leaders in habitat preservation. Having a SNA in 
our township will add to the appeal of life here, and show 
the quality of our community. Development can continue 
on the many farm fields available, where the positive is 
that trees are likely to be planted rather than being taken 
down. 
 

Maintaining all the trees we can, and doing as little 
damage as possible to our watersheds and wildlife makes 

https://savetherookery.org/news/township-meeting-on-gdp-wed-nov-10-7pm
https://savetherookery.org/news/township-meeting-on-gdp-wed-nov-10-7pm


Rochester Township an attractive, forward-thinking 
community. 
 

Thank you,  
Janet Munger 

4904 Weatherhill Rd SW 

Rochester Township 

 

Dear gentlemen: 
 
As concerned citizens who live in Rochester Township, we are writing to urge you to 
deny the developer's General Development Plan (GDP) for Pavilion Estates. Of course, 
we are concerned about preserving contiguous forest and important wildlife habitat - 
and in this case, the great blue heron rookery. But there are other reasons to deny the 
developer's GDP that are in line with the Rochester Township Board's sentiments.  
The GDP does not follow the Rochester Township Land Use Plan. Indeed, the 
Township's own Planning & Zoning Commission recommended denying the GDP. Mr. 
Kitzmann has said several times that he does not want to "set precedents" for future 
decisions the Township Board has to make. We believe that going against the 
Township's own Planning & Zoning Commission's recommendation would set a 
precedent the Board likely will not want to set. We also do not see that the developer 
has demonstrated a benefit to the Township with their current GDP.  
At the last Township Board meeting in October, Mr. Zmolek expressed an interest in 
forming a committee that would explore possibilities for a "win-win" solution to this 
conflict between the Pavilion Estate developer, the current land owner, and the citizens 
of the township. We are also in favor of a compromise solution. Such a solution can 
happen if the Township Board denies the current GDP, and allows the developer to 
consult with experts and resubmit a new plan that the citizens of the township can 
accept.  
Thank you in advance for listening to the township citizens. 
 
Lynn Cornell and Michael Melford 
Rochester Township, MN 
 

 


