
Dear Mr. Staver, 
Please share my concern over the permitting process that will be on the agenda tonight 
and the impact it may have on the Rookery. Please include my request that your local 
board table ANY decisions until the appeal of the EAW is decided. It's the responsible 
thing to do and nobody will be harmed by simply allowing due process of this appeal. 
Developers are not the enemy in my opinion, but neither are good people who are 
concerned about the environment and the blue heron Rookery. 
I may live in St. Paul, but I'm a lifelong Minnesotan and I support local decision 
making, however I respectfully request measured, thoughtful consideration over this 
development plan.  
This can be a win-win if all parties can work together to save the rookery AND provide 
thoughtful development surrounding it. 
THANK you for sharing my concern over this matter. 
Christina Henning 
446 Idaho Ave. W. 
St. Paul, MN 55117 
651-890-7577 

 

 

Msg. to Randy Staver re: “Save The Rookery” - 
Dear Randy, Please “Save The Rookery”. We must not destroy the forest, the home 
and habitat of the Great Blue Herons. The Blue Herons established their home there 
years ago. And the Blue Herons plus the beauty of their habitat is irreplaceable! 
The Blue Herons have no voice. We must be their voice. 
 
Please table the decision on changes to the zoning or approving the general 
development plan until after the appeal is heard and decided upon by the Minnesota 
Court of Appeals. 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
Sincerely, 
Paula Marie Simon 
Rochester, MN 

 

 

Dear Mr. Ihrke and the Rochester Township Board, 
  
Those of us working with Save the Rookery want to share a concern.  
  
We all know that Mr. Irhke and some of the longer-term board members have served 
with distinction for decades in multiple roles in local government. We recognize and 
appreciate their many years of public service, just as we recognize and appreciate the 
newer township board members’ commitment to public service and efforts on behalf of 



our township community. In the past months particularly, we have all witnessed how 
much work is required to run local governments.  
  
What concerns us today is that, with regards to the request for zoning change and 
approval of the GDP from Pavilion Estates, we believe some of you are not as impartial 
as we think you should be. We believe that the public representation of the multi-step 
process between the township and the county regarding this property (what was 
mentioned and what was not mentioned) was biased in favor of the development, with 
the intent to create momentum towards approval of Pavilion Estates' zoning change 
request and GDP, and to discount or ignore both the substantial public resistance to 
that development, and the scientific, ecological and public benefit-related reasons why it 
may not be a good idea.  
  
That is why we are writing today to remind you that you work for the residents and 
taxpayers of Rochester Township, not for the developer. And therefore, we are asking 
you to advocate for our interests, even if they are not in sync with the development 
decisions you might personally prefer. 
  
The situation you are dealing with here is not business as usual — this is a unique 
circumstance. This is a land use decision that is of great interest and importance to 
hundreds of people in our township.  
  
You have all witnessed firsthand the huge display of community involvement and citizen 
action over this land use issue. Citizens have bombarded you with emails, participated 
in public comment periods, turned out at meetings, signed petitions, put up lawn signs, 
held community events.  
  
Have you ever seen anything garner this much citizen effort in our township in your 
lifetimes?  In your roles as representatives, how can these efforts not gain your attention 
and respect, and influence your land use decisions? 
  
  
Save the Rookery now has … 
  
— 28,000+ pageviews to our website SaveTheRookery.org, with 10,000 unique 
visitors 
  
— 920 members of our Facebook Group 
  
— 1,428 people signed up for email updates 
  
— 15+ news features to date on efforts to Save the Rookery in the Post Bulletin, Star 
Tribune, Minnesota Public Radio, KTTC, KIMT, Audubon Magazine, Minnesota Birding 
Wire, and Med City Beat. 
  

https://savetherookery.org/
http://savetherookery.com/
https://savetherookery.org/news/tag/News+&+Media


— 106 people submitted public comments (mostly substantive) on the EAW, with 
~90% being in favor of the EIS 
  
— 80 runners at our Heron Trot fun run last Saturday 
  
— 325+ Save the Rookery lawn signs are set up all over the county 
  
— Hundreds of Save the Rookery t-shirts have been sold 
  
— Hundreds of donors have contributed to cover legal expenses and raise money to 
purchase the land at fair market value 
  
As residents and taxpayers living in the township, we believe the job of the Rochester 
Township Board of Supervisors, and their staff, is to make the land use decisions that 
will most enhance the welfare of the people in our township.  
  
The township Planning and Zoning Committee has recommended that you deny 
approval of the GDP for Pavilion Estates at this time. To override the Planning and 
Zoning Committee’s recommendation and approve the GDP, the township board needs 
to articulate specific findings of benefit to township residents. If you cannot find 
substantial specific benefits then you should deny these permits. 
  
Given the overwhelming public expression of support for NOT approving the GDP 
at this time, we believe that if you are acting in good faith as representatives of the 
residents of the township, you must follow the Planning and Zoning Committees 
recommendation and vote against approval of the Pavilion Estates GDP tonight. 
  
We have heard it said that the developer has been following the legal processes to build 
and that it doesn't seem fair to deny them permits, but we also have been following the 
legal processes to request that you slow down and carefully evaluate the potential 
impacts of the development.  Denying the zoning and GDP will NOT take away the 
opportunity on the behalf of the developer to proceed. It will encourage them to 
respond to public and science-based concerns, improving their plans and 
returning with a win-win solution - one that we and hundreds of engaged citizens 
earnestly desire for all parties involved! 
  
  
Please keep all of this in mind when you vote tonight. 
  
Sincerely,  
  
Save the Rookery  
Rochester Township, MN 
 

www.savetherookery.org 

http://www.savetherookery.org/

