
Hello, 
   Please consider halting any decisions about construction of the pavilion estates until 
the appeal of the EAW has been decided. There is no reason to rush this process 
without thoroughly looking at all outcomes from construction. This area is an established 
green space that is worth protecting as much as possible. 
 
Thank you, 
Anastasha Morse 

 

 

Dear Mr Staver and planning committee members, 
 
I am writing to request that any further decisions regarding the proposed development 
of Pavilion Estates be postponed until the appeal of the EAW has been decided. I have 
lived in Rochester since 1995 and witnessed the rampant development of my 
community and am appalled this development could potentially happen with so little 
thought. 
 
I am not a native Minnesotan and laughed when I first arrived here to witness the affinity 
and reverence this community had for the Canada Goose. This very common bird was 
revered here. Geese were everywhere and everyone lived with them.  (One man here 
even made “goose poop” art as I recall.) The lore surrounding the Canada goose was 
woven into the fabric of our community. Goose statues were erected and placed 
throughout the community and we all smiled at what we had done. Twenty-five years 
later it would seem the powers that be have deemed that another bird, the great blue 
heron, has no significance at all. 
 
This mystifies me because the heron is not as common a species and the planning 
committee seemingly doesn’t understand the significance of this community treasure. 
They stand poised to make an irreparable and irreversible decision should this 
development move forward. You can’t just move a rookery or paint statues of these 
birds after they have gone. 
 
I am requesting you imagine our community without any of the many things that make it 
a true community, that make Rochester a home. Imagine Rochester without the Corn 
Tower or Mayowood or the Plummer Building carillon. Imagine it without Silver Lake or 
the Foundation House or its miles of bike trails. Who wants to live in or visit a place 
without natural beauty. 
 
Looking up and seeing a heron in flight over Rochester is a breathtaking sight. I am 
requesting the planning committee seriously consider the consequences of any 
decisions. It would not bode well if “the med city”, the home to Mayo Clinic, turned a 
blind eye on this. I don’t feel proceeding here aligns in any way with the caring values 
inherent to our community culture. 
 



Respectfully, 
Mrs. Donna Fisher 

 

 

Dear Mr. Staver: 
 

I am writing to ask the Township Planning Commissions to  table any 
decisions tonight concerning Pavilion Estates General Development Plan 

(GDP) until the pending appeal of the Township’s decision to pass the 
incomplete EAW has been decided. This is too important of a decision, and it 

should not go forward until the appeal is decided. Rusing into this decision 
has potential to squander a special natural resource, have multiple 

environmental impacts that as yet remain unclear, and diminish an 
important climate change buffer, as well as devastating a rookery and 

established woodland ecosystem. 
Please do not proceed with any decisions until the pending appeal is decided. 

Thank you, 

Wm. Lutz 
Victoria, MN 

612-240-5298 

 

 

Please table any decisions about this development project until the Appeal of the EAW has 
been decided. 

As an appointed representative I ask you to respond to the state and regional outcry against 
rushing into a decision that would squander a special natural resource, have multiple 
environmental impacts that as yet remain unclear, and diminish an important climate 
change buffer. 

Respectfully, 

Stacie Stucky 

1508 4th Ave NE 

Rochester, MN 5596 

507-358-4375 

 



I urge the Rochester Township to delay the decision to approve the Rookery 
area for development until after a decision has been made concerning the 

Appeal of the EAW. 
This is a special natural resource that cannot be replace in any way, shape 

or form when it is gone.  The Township can show that they value not just the 
development of land, but the value of the wildlife that makes it's home 

there.   
I totally support stopping the development of this area and urge the 

Township board to do the same. 
 

Marsha Rea 
4141 Galena Ln SW 

Rochester MN 

 

 

Dear Mr. Staver, 
I am unable to attend tonight’s meeting in person. Therefore, I am writing to ask the 
Township Planning Commissioners to table any decisions tonight concerning Pavilion 
Estates General Development Plan (GDP) until the pending appeal of the Township’s 
decision to pass the incomplete EAW has been decided. 
 
This issue is too important of a decision, and it should not go forward until the appeal is 
decided. I really believe that rushing into this decision has potential to squander a 
special natural resource that may have multiple environmental impacts that as yet 
remain unclear, and diminish an important climate change buffer, as well as devastating 
a rookery and an established woodland ecosystem. Once you take it away, it cannot be 
replaced. 
 
Our family has visited often and ask that you be fair and not proceed with any decisions 
until the pending appeal is decided. 
Thank you, 
J. Brophy 
Victoria, MN 
952-443-3934 

 

 

To the Rochester Township Planning Commission Members, regarding Pavilion 
Estates: 
 
Please put off any decisions regarding changes to the zoning or approving of the 
general development plan until after the appeal of the EAW is heard and decided upon 
by the Minnesota Court of Appeals. 



 
The Great Blue Heron Rookery is a unique natural resource that shouldn't be destroyed 
without a more thorough review than has been done so far. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Meredith Bonde 
1441 Westhill Dr, Rochester, MN-- 
Meredith Bonde 
Nutrition M.S. Student  
University of Minnesota - Twin Cities 
507-269-3948 | bonde050@r.umn.edu 

 

 

Please table this issue at this time. 
Thank you 
Stuart Arey 
Rochester MN 

 

 

Randy, I respectfully ask that the Township Board delay a decision about proceeding 
with development until the appeal of the EAW has been completed. I so hope there is a 
compromise that would allow the Rookery to be protected. 
 
Thank you. 
Susan Ahlquist 

 

 

Dear Mr. Randy Staver, 
 
This is regarding the EAW and the approval to develop the land at the end of Boulder 
Creek Ln SW. Please delay any decisions until the Appeal of the EAW has been 

decided.  
 

 
Regards, 
Zain Kenderian  
 
1291 Boulder Creek Ln SW  
Rochester, MN 55902 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/1441+Westhill+Dr,+Rochester,+MN?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:bonde050@r.umn.edu


pls table until appeal is decided 

Lisa Kirkland 

 

 

Hi Randy, 
Please forward this to all the members of the township zoning board. Thank you! 
———- 
Here’s the article on Carol Henderson’s efforts to save the rookery. It’s a good one! 
 
https://www.audubon.org/news/sure-hes-retired-conservation-legend-isnt-slowing-down 

 

 

 

https://www.audubon.org/news/sure-hes-retired-conservation-legend-isnt-slowing-down

