
Dear sir/madam 
 
This destruction of this Spot of beauty in Rochester deprives every generation hereafter 
of the wonder of the creatures. How can you possibly be in support of this 
development? Have you no awareness whatsoever of the perpetual impact on what you 
are doing? 
 
Sincerely 
Pearse Morris 
Rochester MN 

 

 

Dear Township Clerk Staver 
 
 
This is a request to table any decisions at tonight’s hearing on the Pavilion Estates until 
the appeal of the EAW has been decided.   
 
Please do not allow devastation of the rookery and established woodland ecosystem.   
 
Your consideration is greatly appreciated. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Susan Weber 

 

 

Dear Mr. Staver, 
I wish to add my voice to those concerned about development that would devastate the 
heron rookery.  I ask that you and the Township Planning Commissioners please table 
any decisions until the appeal of the EAW is concluded. 
Thank you for your service, and for your kind consideration. 
Sincerely, 
Elizabeth Dunn 

 

 

Hello Mr. Staver, 
 
Please do not allow development of Pavilion Estates to be fast-tracked. Many people 
are concerned about the heron rookery, and the situation deserves to be studied. 
Please table any decisions until the appeal of the EAW has been decided. 



 
thank you, 
Jean Rynda 

 

 

Sir:  We are at a time in the history of our country when the protection of natural 
resources is more important than ever.   
 
The Heron Rookery is a natural resource that is priceless in terms of the natural world 
and 
its presence near us. 
 
Please table any decision awaiting the appeal process.  Consider the value of such 
habitat in our environment. 
 
Aileen Williams 
211 2nd St. NW 
Rochester, MN 55901 

 

 

I urge you to save the rookery. These areas are irreplaceable. With the collapse of bird 
species I believe we need to do everything possible to save crucial habitat, especially 
breeding areas. 
 
Thanks! 
 
Jerrold Gershone 

 

 

I am writing to you today to ask the board to table any decisions, or actions, concerning 
the new developments that would destroy The Rookery.  In light of the decision made 
by the Minnesota Court of Appeals to hear the appeal on the Environmental Impact 
Statement made by Save the Rookery, Rochester Township Residents, and other 
concerned citizens in Minnesota.    
Why is this board and this developer so intent on destroying the homes of 40-50 Great 
Herons that have been there for decades for the creation of 10 homes?  Is it because 
we as human beings refuse to value any other life as important as our own?  Is it 
because we value short term profit above all else?  Because we never for one moment 
consider the loss these magnificent creatures will feel when their homes are gone?  Our 
arrogance concerning the environment, and the inhabitants of it other than us, costs us 
greatly.  Isn’t it time we truly understand that all life on this Earth is 



interconnected?  Isn’t is time to stop destroying and start preserving? 
 
Only when the last tree has died, and the last river has been poisoned, and the last fish 
has been caught, will we realize we cannot eat money.   -Cree Proverb 
 
Thank you for your time. 
 
Raechel Murphy 
7905 County Rd. 19 SE 
Rochester, MN 55904 

 

 

I have to wonder, “What’s the rush?”  When legalities are rushed, it usually means 
something is not right, and the parties want to pass it through as quickly as possible to 
accomplish their agenda and get it legally tied up before anyone has time to question it. 
Like this appeal has been accepted and the builder is already quickly trying to get the 
zoning changed. This case starts off suspiciously enough with the use of an out-of-state 
company to do  the Environmental Impact Statement. This is Minnesota property under 
Minnesota laws.  Red flag!  
  
The Minnesota DNR (Department of Natural Resources) and other knowledgeable 
entities have said this rookery and the mature forest should be saved and to definitely 
look at the land a lot closer. Do a thorough EAS this time. I believe the Rookery’s will 
win their Appeal on the basis of taking a closer look at the land before any bulldozers 
are dropped off. Trying to fight our beautiful  landscape and natural resources could be 
an expensive mistake.  I believe your time would be better spent  figuring out how to 
blend the rookery with the new subdivision.  We CAN co-exist with nature without 
destroying it! 

Colleen Penrose 

 

 

Dear Commission Members, 

 

I wish to express my strong support of protecting and preserving the Heron Rookery.   It is 

very important that any decision be delayed until the appeal process for the EAW 

(Environmental Assessment Worksheet) has been exhausted.  It is surprising and very 

disappointing that the Township would allow the destruction of this very important 

ecological habitat when it is so unnecessary.  The developer has more than adequate 

opportunity to make a profit and create several homes without any damage to the 

rookery.  In this day of so many efforts to sequester carbon and protect our natural habitats 

and tree canopies, the Township should be looking forward to saving something wonderful 

for future generations, not destroying it. 

 



Please work with the developer and local groups to create a win/win situation rather than a 

lose/lose!  To table this action tonight provides both the time and incentive for all parties to 

work together and bring a solution forward for your approval that satisfies both 

groups.  This techniques works elsewhere and should work here.  

 

Thank you. 

 

Tamara McGehee 

 

 


