
Hello Mr. Staver,   

I am writing to express my concern over the upcoming public hearing where the Rochester Township 

Board will be voting to change the land use designation and the GDP.  I urge the board to reconsider 

their decision regarding having an EIS completed  and also be more responsive to the voices that are 

working to save the rookery. I believe there is far greater benefit to Rochester and its surrounding areas, 

if the land in dispute were designated as an SNA rather than for 10 luxury homes. 

Thank you, 

Amy Laack 

 

 

Mr. Randy Staver, 
 
I’m asking as a Rochester resident at 316 6TH ST SW that the decision to change the 
zoning for the heron rookery land be tabled.  Please wait until after the appeal is heard 
and decided upon.  There is so little good wildlife habitat remaining and it shouldn’t be 
sacrificed to build a few luxury homes.  This is community asset that all residents can 
enjoy by providing a great blue heron population that can be seen throughout our city 
and county waterways.   
 
Regards, 
 
Michael Degerstrom 

 

 

Please table a decision on the area where the Rookery lies until after a decision is reached 

about the appeal.  We are two of many who value our wildlife over construction in our 

community!  

Tom and Diane Witzig 

3500 Wright Road SW 

Rochester, MN 55902 

 

 

Dear Mr. Staver, 
 
Holding a public hearing to vote on a change of zoning of the Great Blue Heron rookery 
(the Rookery) land from “Agricultural District” to “Low Density Residential;” and 
approving the General Development Plan (GDP) is a sorry end run around the legal 
appeal process.  It follows on the heels of Rochester Township’s decision NOT to order 
an Environmental Impact Statement on the proposed development of a parcel of 



hardwood forest, where this Great Blue Heron rookery has persisted for decades. As 
you well know, the Rookery’s appeal on this matter was accepted by the Minnesota 
Court of Appeals. The Rookery deserves its day in court and this local treasure should 
not become a casualty of decisions bereft of justice by Rochester Township. It weighs 
on me that the results of your decision might embolden the developer to clear trees for 
the construction of a new road and luxury houses, cutting directly through the midst of 
an estimated 40-50 nesting trees that the Great Blue Herons have been returning to for 
decades - before the Rookery can appeal. If this happens, when the Rookery wins its 
appeal, the spectacularly expensive headache for the developer will pale in comparison 
to the public embarrassment and damaged reputation of Rochester Township. It would 
be in everyone’s best interest to table any decisions on this matter until the Rookery’s 
appeal is decided. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Michele McGinnis 
512 8th St SW 
Rochester, MN 55902 
865-235-8278 

 

 

Rochester Township Board 
 
Dear Board Members; 
Please table the vote to : change the Zoning from “Agricultural District to Low Density“ 
Residential and to : approve the “General Development Plan” which will allow the 
appeal on the Board’s decision to be heard by the Appeal’s Court.  
 
Thank you. 
 
Patricia Hrabe 
2735 Fairview Ct SE 
Rochester, MN 55904 
 
“When you don’t protect the least in your society, 
you place everyone at risk” 
Robert Bullard( considered the father of environmental justice) 
 

 

Dear Randy Staver and members of the township board,  
 
It has come to my attention that the Save the Rookery group has won an appeal on the 
township board's decision Not to order an Environmental Impact Statement on the proposed 



development of hardwood forest land where a great Blue Heron Rookery has existed for 
decades. This decision was recently handed down by the Minnesota Court of Appeals. In view 
of this court decision, I am requesting that all further decisions regarding changes to zoning or 
approving the general development plan be tabled until after this appeal is heard and decided 
by the court of Appeals. It seems very short sighted to continue moving forward with this 
project at this time. This is a unique rookery, and its presence provides a unique ecosystem in 
our community. It is worthy of 
 preservation. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Paula Horner 
1823 38th St NW 
Rochester, MN 55901 

 

 

To Rochester Township Commissioners: 
 
On Tuesday, October 5, the Minnesota Court of Appeals accepted an appeal by Save 
the Rookery & group of Rochester residents of the Rochester Township Board’s 
decision not to order an Environmental Impact Statement on the proposed Pavilion 
Estates development.  We are asking that the Township Board deny the request for this 
development or to at least table any further decisions until the appeal is decided.  
 
It is critical that the Township Board understand the necessity and responsibility to 
respect, protect and preserve the natural world from its anthropogenic afflictions.  We 
cannot continue deforestation of natural woodlands for capital gain.   The great blue 
herons and the ecosystem supported by the woods in this area are far more important 
and provide more benefits to the health of our community and the value of our city than 
another development. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Mary Schmidt 
4077 Stone Point Dr NE 
Rochester 

 

 

 


