
Dear Township clerk: please forward the following comment to the Planning 
Commissioners who intend to vote on zoning and approval of the General Development 
plan tonight. 
 
*Thank you! RPF 
 
 
To those involved with the fate of the great blue heron rookery in Rochester township: 
 
The township appears to be nearly through the steps of awarding a deed to a single, 
presumably white, male person or small corporate entity to "develop" just another piece 
of "unused" land. The township, presumably, gets a lump sum of cash for projects etc. 
and taxes going forward. Benefits. For the community. Tangible. Old school accounting. 
 
We are - however - in dire need of a new and expanded accounting about development 
projects. The old way of doing business is, well, old. Though, actually, we might say that 
it is quite new. Having come on the scene with the arrival of extractive minds and 
pockets of cash in the 1800s. 
 
Clearly, the pathways to permitting are well trodden. Just take a drive on any county 
road and there they proudly sprout - plot after plot of houses - all facing each other, 
connected to the broader community by a single outlet into the ever lengthening stretch 
of blacktop. Further necessitating that our children be driven everywhere to be 
anywhere. 
 
We are at the end game, Friends, of this mode of thinking and being. We need to add a 
couple more axes to the planning graphs that inform our zoning decisions... metrics like: 
number of souls who see the benefit of the sale of our precious land, the color, creed 
and cash flow of these "beneficiaries". TIME... over what period of TIME will the benefits 
of a sale be felt, HOW BROADLY will those benefits be distributed in the community. 
And let us redefine COMMUNITY: whom are we even serving? Whom do we consider 
our constituents? Could it be that we need to broaden the definition to include, say, 
creatures we have been taught to see as "resources" - beings. Notions that seemed 
trivial, even outlandish, a decade ago demand a fair hearing in these uncertain days. 
 
We have been so fortunate in the largesse of natural resources that provide a crucial list 
of services in Olmsted County: air to breathe, water to drink, wetlands to clean the land 
and offer flood relief, unbelievably rich soil for food production. It is beyond time that 
services like these are factored in to community design and development. 
 
There are also a host of factors that allow a community to THRIVE! Like rich and varied 
wildlife. Creatures whose beneficial purpose is not always fully understood, but we may 
safely assume, that everything rests upon something else - and yank too many blocks 
out of the structure... 
 
It is my opinion that Rochester township is in a fantastic position to be forward looking 



and thinking in its award of development permits. There is still much that can be saved 
in the lovely landscape, and, stewarded appropriately, will only send the indices for 
Quality of life in my hometown soaring. Monumental gains in the future for a little bit of 
insight now. We can and must do it. 
 
Small steps to appropriately steward an important piece of habitat is a no-brainer. I am 
baffled that there has been any movement to the contrary. It is nothing but long term 
gain for the community. So I guess that begs the question: whom do you serve? 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Robin Phyliky Fortuna 
2125 Lenwood Drive SW 
Rochester, MN 55902 
404.858.3292 
 
Currently residing in: 
Decatur, Georgia 
 
 
 
Robin P. Fortuna 
she/her 
147 Superior Ave. 
Decatur, GA 30030 
404.858.3292 

 


