
Randy and Township Board:  
 We ask that you recommend and extend our concern about moving forward with 
rezoning from Ag. designation, until the Minnesota Court of Appeals has ruled on the 
Rookery area.  Changing the designation of this area to "low density residential" could 
have irreversible impact.  
Please hold off  on this vote on October 11.  Thank you for your environmentally-wise 
attention to 
this important area.     Sincerely,  Judy and John Kruesel  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Mr. Staver, 
 
I understand the township is considering rezoning a parcel of land at a meeting next 
Monday, Oct. 11.  This action seems unwise, considering that the decision to avoid an 
environmental review is under appeal.  Moreover, it gives the impression that the 
township is riding roughshod over the needs and wishes of citizens, in favor of 
development to enrich a small number of favored friends. 
 
Please table the rezoning motion. 
 
    Peter Wollan 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Dear Rochester Township planning commission, 
  
As you know, many citizens are concerned about the unique and rare Heron Rookery 
that may be developed into luxury homes, an action that would destroy the Herons’ 
homes.  The Heron Rookery, due to its location, in a highly wooded area is a unique 
asset to the Rochester township community.  This week the Fish and Wildlife service 
reported another twenty species of plants and animals has gone extinct.  As we are in 
an extinction crisis combined with a climate and public health crisis, protecting other 
species is crucial.  The biodiversity of life is important for human health both through 
ecosystem services and the beauty and wonder of the world.  Great Blue Herons are a 
gorgeous example.    
  
Citizens have appealed the township board’s decision regarding an EIS.  However, the 
developer may decide in the interim to start destroying the Rookery which would cause 
irreparable harm.  
  
You have the opportunity to protect a rare and beautiful asset.  Please, at a 
minimum,  stay your decision on a rezone of the Rookery until a decision on the appeal 
is made.  
  
For Nature, 
  
Catherine Zimmer, MS Environmental Health, 
Coordinator, Legacy of Nature Alliance 

http://wildernessinthecity.org/legacy-of-nature


To the Township Board: 
I continue to follow the plans of development in the midst of the decades old heron 
rookery.  I implore the board to table the zoning change until the appeal is heard.  If the 
developer goes ahead and clears, it would be disastrous for the Great Blue Heron 
nesting area.   Cases in point: I have watched development of the last few lots in my 
township area.   On one lot, there were beautiful healthy 35+ ft  spruces that were not in 
the house  construction or well area, and down they came.  I and several other 
neighbors watched as some two foot replacement trees were put in the exact areas.  It 
made no sense.  I  now watch erosion with every rain storm since  the lots were cleared. 
I am also watching construction in NE Rochester near my sister’s home.  Everything just 
gets bulldozed with no attention to existing good trees in order to create a path of least 
resistance for new construction. 
 
The  proposed new housing development in the midst of an existing rookery is a 
travesty.  Your zoning change would embolden the developer to move forward and do 
exactly what I have observed in my area .  It behooves me that a natural area of this 
age and activity would come down for a mere 10 families.    It saddens me to watch 
developers to  continue to raze properties with no thoughts how it decimates green 
spaces and animal nesting places . 
 
I ask our representatives to not make any zoning changes until the appeals have been 
heard.  There simply is no going back once this area is destroyed.  If this happens, I 
guess we’ll be going to the zoo more to glimpse these magnificent birds.  It’s time to 
think about the true repercussions down the road. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Martha Reeder 
mgreeder51@gmail.com 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Dear Randy, 
 
Please table any decisions until after an appeal has been decided. 
I continue to be so saddened that this issue about more luxury homes vs a great blue 
heron abode that has been here for decades persists. 
Thank you. 
 
Peggy 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Please table further development decisions until after the appeal decision has been 
completed- for the sake of the herons who cannot advocate for themselves… 
Luxury housing does not have to replace critical habitat- the human housing can 
certainly be relocated to other land that does not jeopardize habitat environments. 
Thank you for reading 

mailto:mgreeder51@gmail.com


Respectfully, 
D Martin, RN 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Dear Clerk Staver, 
I am writing in support of the Heron Rookery. Please refrain from any decisions or 
actions regarding zoning or development that might harm the rookery until the MN 
Supreme Court of Appeals makes a decision on the issue. 
Thank you for your consideration. 
Sincerely, 
Jennifer Spindler-Krage 
 

Can you please table the discussion until the repeal is heard. 

 

DeAnn Paulson 

2357 Apple Ridge Drive 

Duluth, MN 55811 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Dear Randy Staver, 
  
Please wait to make any decisions until after the appeal is decided. 
  
Surely the developers can be held off long enough for a decision to be made. 
  
The irreversible loss of the breeding habitat for the herons is not worth catering 

to them. 
  
The greedy developers should have to wait before destroying the herons home. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Mary Schannach 

Hastings, MN  
 

 

Hello Mr. Staver and members of the Rochester Township Board, 

I write today to ask you all to please delay your vote on changing the zoning designation of Mr. 

Connelly’s land, and on the approval of the GDP for Pavilion Estates, until after the Minnesota 

Court of Appeals has made its decision regarding the necessity for an Environmental Impact 

Statement. 

I believe this decision should be delayed because, if you vote to approve the zoning change and 

the GDP and development begins, and subsequently the Minnesota Court of Appeals votes in 



Save the Rookery’s favor (which, according to several leading MN environmental attorneys is 

very probable) ... 

1) the development will have to be undone and the land restored to its pre-development state, 

which could take years and cost millions of dollars; 

2) if this happens, International Properties LLC may sue the board (for making a costly 

premature decision) to recover these costs, and taxpayers will have to pay for the board’s legal 

defense plus any penalties awarded, and this is not fair, particularly when most of the taxpayers 

are in favor of preserving the forest and rookery; 

3) the premature (before the Court of Appeals ruling) destruction of part of the rookery to put in 

a road will almost certainly destroy this priceless wildlife treasure, a treasure that Minnesota's 

legal system may decide should have been preserved. This would be a real tragedy for our 

community and for this natural area that might otherwise be purchased at market value and 

turned into a Minnesota Scientific & Natural Area that can be enjoyed by township residents for 

generations to come; 

4) International Properties LLC will likely push the board not to delay development further so 

they can “get on with it.”  But the the delays around this project are their own fault, not the 

township’s. According to this Post Bulletin article, Dr. Mordi acknowledged that she was fully 

aware of the existence of the great blue heron rookery on the land she agreed to buy (but has 

not yet purchased), yet she made no attempt to learn more about it the rookery’s scientific or 

wildlife significance. If she had done her homework more honestly and thoroughly in the 

beginning, we wouldn’t be in this mess. 

5) Finally and most importantly, International Properties LLC does not deserve for the township 

board, and therefore  the township's taxpayers, to absorb the financial risk of Dr. Mordi's desire 

to send in the bulldozers before the Court of Appeals has made its decision.  

Thank you all for listening, and for your public service.  

It is much appreciated! 

Best regards, 

Viki Morris 

2642 Wild Rose Lane SW 

336-414-2755 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

https://www.postbulletin.com/news/science-and-nature/7009440-Developer-planned-to-remove-trees-with-heron-nests-before-approval

