
Roger, 
 
As a Salem Road resident, just about 1 miles from the proposed International Properties 
development site, I have a strong interest in caring for our local environment and unique 
ecology.  We see Great Blue Herons on a regular basis and always marvel at how 
beautiful and unique they are.   
 
We own Phoenix Farm on Salem road, and think of ourselves as caretakers of a 
beautiful property with the responsibility to care for an improve it for 
future generations.  We've invested significantly in restoring our hillside to prairie, 
removing non-native species and planting natives wherever we can, as well as keeping 
bees, in part to create a little more habitat for birds and other species call the area 
home. 
 
I was extremely concerned when I started seeing the Save the Rookery signs, and 
started to learn more.   
 
To me, I think it would be a shame - and potentially criminal - to allow this development 
to move forward without a full Environmental Impact Statement.  I have read the EAW 
submitted, but have serious doubts about the claims made in the EAW.  It is not at all 
clear that the Rookery is not unique in this area.  The experts dispute that strongly, and 
we cannot take a report prepared by consultants for the developer themselves at face 
value.   
 
Instead, the Township should move this to a full Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
to fully assess the environmental impact on the Great Blue Heron population.  To do 
less would be irresponsible and would likely open the township up to expensive legal 
battles.   
 
As a Township tax payer, I would hate to fund a legal battle through my own 
taxes.  Instead we should do the right thing, and commission the EIS.   
 
Ideally we should also consider designating the area a Scientific and Natural Area 
(SNA) to preserve this unique ecosystem.   
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sean 
  
-- 
Sean McCauley 
4404 Salem Road SW 
Rochester, MN 55902 
 


