
Dear Mr. Ihrke: 

 

Please allow the following to be our heartfelt public comment regarding the proposed Pavilion Estates 

construction that will radically change an ecologically important woodlands in Rochester Township, 

Olmsted County. 

Based on my 30-year career with the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) in which I 

made literally hundreds of assessments of forests, streams and other natural resources in the states of 

Washington, Minnesota and Iowa, as well as having a leadership position in reaching an equal number 

of decisions regarding proper management of those resources, I have very serious concerns about the 

inadequacy shown within the Environmental Assessment Worksheet (EAW) regarding extremely critical 

impacts in land-use and overall ecological integrity. 

Over the past 6 or 7 years, during springtime drives to visit family in Farmington, MN., my wife and I 

have visited the woodland that is proposed for such extensive elimination and degradation, on three 

separate occasions,   Having experienced the existing large and very busy Great Blue Heron rookery on 

each of these occasions, it is obvious that this wonderful and even iconic rookery is the critical 

component for consideration.  We’ve come to appreciate the critically essential rookery very much, 

even developing a love for its high productivity and value to male and female herons from likely multiple 

counties.  Our deep feelings for the rookery as well as for the entire closely associated supportive 

woodlands is based on me being a very serious birder since March of 1966.  Since then I have evaluated 

management (or lack of proper management ) at bird habitats during tours to 46 states within the 

United States, 46 different nations, and all 7 continents.  

In summary, from two different long-standing but totally separate professional perspectives, I am very 

familiar with misuse and destruction of valuable habitats and natural resources at the landscape level!  

My wife Betty and I believe the out-of-state consultant who came up with the EAW ignored and omitted 

a great deal of vital construction conditions and circumstances and there negative impacts.  We further 

believe input from local citizens, as well as from experts in the fields of wildlife ecology, ornithology, 

impacts to human wellbeing, and management of woodland resources, should be recognized and 

accepted as being much more relevant and important. 

We strongly urge leadership within both Rochester Township and Olmsted County to deny the current 

proposal in its entirety!!!   

Thank you for giving serious consideration to our input. 

Ric  

 

Ric & Betty Zarwell 

PO Box 299 

Lansing, Iowa 52151 


