
Please consider the following comments as part of the Pavilion Estates Subdivision EWS. 
The principle of subsidiarity would suggest that local experts would have a more informed local 
perspective on this particular rookery in this particular area from observation and historical 
information. 
Carol Henderson is one of those experts: 
Great Blue Herons are in decline in Minnesota 
“Here is a rather revealing look at the number of Great Blue Heron reports recorded per Breeding Bird 
Survey route in Minnesota from 1967 to about 2017….their numbers have declined significantly 
since about 2000.” -Carrol Henderson, former director of the Minnesota DNR Nongame Wildlife 
Program 
“The biggest concerns for the future of the species are the protection of wetlands and the availability 
of secure nesting sites. General recommendations for management focus on protecting known 
colony sites and foraging areas.” 
Carrol Henderson, the region’s leading authority on Great Blue Herons, agree that development 
would disrupt one of our few remaining mature forests and destroy the only Great Blue Heron rookery 
of its size and age in Olmsted County. 
The existing mature forest has been undisturbed for a long time 
According to Mr. Connelly, the property has been in his family since 1890, and hardwood trees have 
been logged for lumber twice. Mature forest last logged in what year? 
Rookery of size and longevity, birds return to nest… a positive factor in a declining population. 
Because it has been relatively undisturbed with NO building, logging, or road access since the 
building of existing homes nearby. How many years? 
Clearly a suitable repeated nesting area as an established Heron rookery for decades 
The original Pavilion Estates Rookery observation report found inactive nests in tall overstory trees on 
lots five through eight (Appendix 2). The information was provided to the Township and County in late 
February. The neighbors' Temporary Restraining Order (TRO) filing initially prevented access to the 
site to survey the rookery. The court filing imposed prohibitions to the entry of the subject property 
and thwarted the owner's ability to map Great Blue nest trees or active nests accurately. 
The Temporary Restraining order was required as there were plans to start removing forest very 
soon. Activity level was low as it is late February early March when the Herons return to start the 
nesting process. The neighbors of the rookery could provide more accurate information from years of 
observation and current observation. 
WEST’s June 16, 2021, observations were confirmed by June 20, 2021, observations by Blueline 
Environmental Advisors. Both observations showed a low level of activity on the Section 6 rookery. 
They identified a more active rookery ½ mile to the east on the hillside above 8th St. SW in Section 5 
of Rochester Township (Appendix 2). The section 5 rookery had been mapped by the MNDNR in the 
1997 County Biological Survey. It cited in the 2014 Natural Heritage Database review for the Lily 
Farm EAW has now been labeled the “8th Street Suburban Rookery”. 
The rookery in question was probably less active at that time because the young herons had fledged 
(left the nests). 
The limits of grading and land disturbance must be reviewed and approved by the Township. No final 
Plat approvals or permits can be granted until the Town Board makes a final determination of the 
adequacy of the EAW. 
 Herons can also be disturbed by nearby housing or industrial development, highway construction, and 
water recreation. … www.Nothernwoodlands.org 
Proposed Lots 1-4 seem possibly viable, but Lots 5-10 appear to be in an area that would significantly 
disturb the site. 
Other considerations 
… the 8th St Suburban rookery is more active and better protected in the back of existing platted lots. 
The 8th St Suburban rookery is not under review so this is irrelevant. 
the greatest threat to the local ecology is that the abutting Adamson and Segura properties are 
designated as Rochester’s Future Urban Service Areas. 

https://www.audubon.org/news/sure-hes-retired-conservation-legend-isnt-slowing-down
https://www.audubon.org/news/sure-hes-retired-conservation-legend-isnt-slowing-down
http://www.nothernwoodlands.org/


And protected status would resolve this issue for the future as for other protected sites (Scientific and 
Natural Areas) 
Conclusion: 
A more thorough investigation in the form of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is 
needed before granting permission to the developer to bulldoze the forest and build new luxury 
homes. 

• Herons in decline in Minnesota; 

• Development would destroy existing mature forest; 
• This Heron rookery is significant in size and longevity; 
• Clearly a suitable habitat for nesting or they would not have returned all these years; 
• There should be protection of such a colony as pre-existing the development of luxury lots 

which fracture the continuity of existing forest habitat; 

  

  

• Red denotes segments from EAW 

  
Thank you, 
Mary Vlazny 
2201 3rd Ave SW 
Rochester, MN 55902 
 


