
Rochester, Minnesota is famous for saving the Canadian Goose from extinction.  In the 
1960’s it was believed that the Canadian Goose was extinct.  They were later found in 
Rochester Silver Lake.  After I moved to Rochester, I was enthralled in 1977 when I first 
saw the Canadian Geese at Silver Lake.  I am equally thrilled to now see the Bald Eagle 
in our area of southeast Minnesota.  This and the City’s recent plans to purchase 
electric vehicles and other climate change preventive initiatives demonstrates that 
Rochester is proactive and eco-considerate.  I believe this type of consideration should 
be extended to this property because it is an Oak Savanna, a natural waterway, part of 
a flood control plan and has a rare “one-of-a-kind upland rookery”.  One should not 
assume that another rookery will be able to take in any displaced cranes by developing 
this property.  With climate change surging, we should be trying to preserve every 
species we can.  
  
If the township is still inclined to develop this piece of property, then I request the 
following: 
1.A plant survey should be completed to determine the presence of any Minnesota 
endangered or protected plant species. 
2.We are in a drought.  Core samples need to be taken during a period of time with 
normal rainfall. 
3.Construction of homes on this site should be delayed until the city extends water and 
sewer systems to the location or as foreseen in the EAW, the township or the developer 
should be required to set aside the cost of installing the foreseeable and future water 
and sewer lines adjusted for 30 years of inflation and put that money into an account 
with the homeowners’ association.  
4.Many homes in Rochester have problems ground water and subsequent underground 
streams/seepage in the limestone and the foundations of homes.  When underground 
water reaches limestone slabs or tables, it can build up and/or travel to the next lowest 
spot which may be a basement.  Any homes built in this area should be built with this in 
mind.  Home insurance and flood insurance does not cover this type of damage.  The 
proposed drainage system for these homes may last for a while, but those socks that 
are placed over the drains do clog with soil over time.  The developer should be 
required to pay into an account set up by the homeowner’s association for future water 
damage mitigation for these homes.. 
5.The GDP should be re-designed to have the development co-exist with the cranes’ 
established nesting sites.  
    a. The road leading to the lots should be on the north side of the property and as far 
away from the cranes’ nests as possible. 
    b. The lots should be smaller, developed around the nesting sites, with the 
constructed homes established a prescribed distance from the crane nests as 
determined by a crane expert.  This may change the shape, size, and number of lots. 
    c. The development and construction should occur with minimal removal of existing 
mature trees and shrubs.  Any trees removed should be replaced at the rate determined 
by the DNR for forest reclamation at the cost of the developer with the site’s original 
oak, basswood, and maple trees.  



    d. Based on climate change and the contributing carbon emissions any removed 
trees/plants should not be burned but rather buried offsite to avoid carbon emission a 
cost to be borne by the developer.  
    e. The lots should have berms or rain garden features on the south side of the lots to 
keep homeowner’s use of chemicals for lawncare from flowing toward Cascade Creek. 
    f. All the lots should be fenced-in prior to sale of the homes to contain dogs and 
cats.  The City of Rochester leash ordinance does not prevent owners from letting their 
pets run unrestrained in outlying acreages.  Fencing should be uniform with the style 
selected by the homeowner’s association, with the cost to be borne by the developer. 
    g. Street light and noise pollution should be limited per a naturalist or crane expert. 
    h. Land development and home construction should only occur when the cranes are 
not nesting. 
Biblically and in terms of evolution, the birds were here before we were.  There is value 
in preserving an ecosystem that might not generate tax revenue but has value all the 
same.  
Thank you, 
Susan Valvoda-Swanson 
3715 Willow Heights Drive S.W. 
Rochester, MN  55902 
 


