
Hello, 
I am part of a Rochester Chapter of the Izaak Walton League - we have property on 
Salem Road not too far from the rookery. We have had the privilege of hosting guests 
from the rookery at the wetlands many times over many years. Their elegance and 
grace add to the peace and serenity of our wetlands property, which we share with the 
residents of Rochester Township and beyond. 

The Rochester township board is charged with many decisions that affect the citizens of 
Rochester Township as well as the larger Olmsted County community. In this case your 
decisions impact other members of this community, the great blue herons. Just as there 
are rules and regulations that govern how land is developed, there are likewise rules 
and regulations that govern how some land is held back from development. Some land 
is documented to be of a significant nature that makes it more valuable to leave 
undeveloped than valuable to develop for the few who would look to gain from 
developing it. I am requesting that the Rochester township board continue to follow the 
wise course of slow and documented data for making the decision that affects the land 
in question. I know at this point you have an overwhelming amount of documentation 
and information from a wide variety of expert sources. I so appreciate the time and 
consideration you have already shown with this particular piece of property. The 
environmental assessment report in my opinion is still not enough information to warrant 
moving forward. An environmental assessment statement would be warranted to ensure 
every effort is made to get as full and unbiased data and interpretation as possible 
before allowing trees and homes in these trees to be destroyed, thus changing an 
invaluable asset to our community. 

Peace, 
Julie Roenigk 


