
Greetings, 
 
I am writing in opposition to the Pavilion Estates Subdivision project.  I admit to being a 
big fan of great blue herons.  They are one of our largest bird species. They are 
majestic.  They are efficient and patient hunters.  Their plumage is beautiful.  And they 
are harbingers of spring after long winters.  And to see one the wing, almost seeming 
to float along via smooth, deep strokes of its wings, with neck tucked back in on itself, 
is impressive, and elegant.  
 
After reviewing the EAW, I find numerous shortcomings, misstatements, and lack of 
facts which are biased against the need to protect the great blue heron rookery and the 
local ecosystem it depends on.  There are also policy assumptions that should be 
challenged.  But that isn't my purpose in writing. 
 
My specific request is to urge the Township to require an EIS.  The EAW is insufficient 
and, in many ways, not credible.  I base that idea on the very fact that this specific 
rookery is unique in Minnesota.  And that fact isn't given appropriate weight in the 
EAW.   
 
The birds that nest in this colony are living in a sustained balance with their local 
ecosystem.  (That is more than we can say for much of humanity.)  And that has 
occurred without the self-degradation of the nesting area typical of a great blue heron 
rookery.  There is much to be learned in how this comparatively modest colony of great 
blue herons sustain itself, apparently for decades.  As such, protecting their ecosystem 
is not only valuable to the birds, but for research.  Further, this colony serves as a 
"canary in a mine" for humanity.  It serves as an indicator of our willingness to not 
cross a line that disallows the validity of their existence. 
 
I urge the Township to require an EIS. 
 
Best, 
 
-- 

Michael A Koutnik 
 


