
Roger Ihrke 

Rochester Township Board Members 

Township Cooperative Planning Association 

4111 11th Ave SW, Room 10 

Rochester, Minnesota 55902 roger@tcpamn.org 

  

Re: Environmental Assessment Worksheet (EAW) for Pavilion Estates 

  

Dear Mr. Ihrke and the Rochester Township Board Members: 
  

Members of the Kiwanis Club of Rochester want to express our concern about the proposed 
Pavilion Estates development that threatens a great blue heron rookery and mature forest.  
Over our lifetimes, we have seen for ourselves the decline in bird populations overall; our 
observations are supported by scientific data. Great blue herons are in decline in Minnesota 
and throughout North America, according to the federal Breeding Bird Survey, and as shown in 
Robert B. Janssen’s "Birds in Minnesota" (U of MN Press, 2019). The Environmental Assessment 
Worksheet (EAW) is not accurate in that it does not reflect the decline in Minnesota great blue 
heron populations, nor does it completely address the effect of habitat loss – particularly this 
nesting site - as a cause of this population decline.  Still, the EAW concludes that the “GBH has a 
very large and stable population… at the National, state, and county levels” [sic]. Why does the 
EAW make this conclusion when this is clearly not the case? The EAW is inaccurate and 
misleading at least on this point, and so we believe this justifies a more complete 
environmental study in the form of an Environmental Impact Statement.  
Moreover, it is our understanding that only 100 - 120 acres of Rochester Township consists of 
upland contiguous mature forest, which includes the approximately 30 acres of forest that is 
home to our great blue heron rookery. This fact is also not addressed in the EAW, and the 
impacts of loss of forest in our community deserve a more thorough investigation in the form of 
an Environmental Impact Statement. 
Kiwanis is a global organization of volunteers dedicated to improving the world one child and 
one community at a time. Kiwanis Club members value wildlife and the environment, which 
includes being good stewards of our county lands. We want our children and their children to 
be able to see great blue herons in the wild, and not just in books.  
  

Sincerely, Austin Jorgenson, President, Kiwanis Club of Rochester 
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