
Dear Roger, 
  
I am writing as a concerned citizen of Rochester and Olmsted County about the 
potential negative impacts of the Pavilion Estates Development on the unique heron 
rookery and critical forest habitat in the Cascade Creek watershed of Rochester 
Township, specifically to voice my support for a more thorough investigation in the form 
of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) before granting permission to the 
developer to bulldoze the forest and build new luxury homes in the vicinity of the 
rookery. 
  
Furthermore, public comments that natural resource experts have made, based on 
reviews of the current Environmental Impact Statement (EAW), make a strong case that 
a deeper and more thorough environmental review and investigation in the form of an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is needed. I strongly urge the township board to 
question the accuracy, clarity, and completeness of the information in the developer’s 
Environmental Impact Statement (EAW). 
The developer’s EAW alleges that this Great Blue Heron rookery is not significant and 
has minimal bird activity, despite the contrary opinions of Minnesota natural resource 
experts and accounts of neighbors who have observed significant nesting activity for 
decades.   
It’s my hope that the Rochester Township board, after carefully considering all the 
options, casts its vote on the side of thousands of area citizens who wish to save the 
rookery and protect its unique mature upland hardwood forest habitat by allowing the 
state of Minnesota to purchase the land at fair market value so that it may be turned into 
a state Scientific and Natural Area (SNA), as this is clearly the best solution available to 
all parties.   
Heron rookeries are rare, unique, and irreplaceable. Housing developments should 
proceed, but only when proposed for more suitable and hence far less environmentally 
sensitive, unique places on our landscape. 
Sincerely, 
  
Daniel & Ellen Butterfass 
4875 Scenic View Drive SW 
Rochester MN 55902 
 


